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SPIRIT or PRAYER. 


CHAP 1. 


Treating of ſome matters preparatory to the Spirit of 
PRAYER. 


gx HE mn part of mankind, nay, of 
7 Chriſtians, may be ſaid to be aſleep; and 

＋ that particular way of life, which takes 
3 up each man's mind, thoughts, and 
:35& u actions, may well be called his particular 
dream. This degree of vanity 1s equally 

viſible in every form and order of life, The learned 
and the 1gnorant, the rich and the poor, are all in the 
ſame ſtate of flumber ; only paſſing away a ſhort liie 
in a different kind of dream. But why ſo? Iris 
becauſe man 1s born into this world, not for the ſake 
of living here, not for any thing this world can give 
him, but only to have time and place to become 
Either an eternal partaker of a divine lite with God, 
or to have a helliſh eternity amongſt fallen angels; 
And therefore, every min who has not his eyes, his 
heart, and his hands, continually governed by this two- 
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told eternity, may be juſtly ſaid to be fait aſleep, And 


a life devoted to the intereſts and enjoyments of this 
world, ſpent and waſted in the flavery of earthly de— 
fires, may be truly called a dream, as having all the 
ſhortneſs, vanity, and deluſion of a dream; only with 
this great difference, that when a dream is over, no- 
thing is loſt but fictions and fancies; but when the 
dream of life is ended on by death, all that eternity 
is loſt, for which we were brought into being. Now 
there 1s no miſery in this world, nothing that makes 
either the lije or death of man to be full of calamity, 
but this blindneſs and inlenſibility of his ſtate, into 
which he fo williogty, ny, obthnately plunges him. 
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felf, Every thing that has the nature of evil and 
diſtreſs in it, takes its rife from hence, Do but ſup- 
poſe a man to know himſelf; that he comes/into this 
world on no other errand, but to riſe out of the vanity 
of time into the riches of eternity; do but ſuppoſe 
him to govern his inward thoughts and ou:ward 
-Ctions by this view of himſelf, and then to him every 
diy has loſt all its evil; proſperity and adverfity have 
no difference, becauſe he receives and uſes them both 
in the ſame ſpirit ; life and death are equally wel- 
come, becauſe equally parts of his way to eternity, 
For poor and miſerable as this life is, we have all of 
us tree accels to all that is great, and good, and happy ; 
and carry within ourſelves a &ey to all the treaſures 
that heaven has to beſ.ow upon us.— We ſtarve in the 
m dſt of plenty, groan under infirmities with the 
r2medy in our own hand; live and die, without 
knowing and feeling any thing of the one only good, 
wailſt we have it in our power to know = en- 
joy it in as great a rcality, as we know and feel the 
p > ver of this world over us: For heaven 1s as near to 
O ir ſouls, as this world is to our bodies; and we are 
created, we are redeemed, to have our converſation in 
it. God, the only good of all intelligent natures, is 
not an abſent or diane God, but is more preſent x 
and zo our ſouls, than our own bodies; and we are 
ſtrangers to heaven, and without God in the world, 
for this only reaſon, becauſe we are void of that ſpirit 
of prayer, which alone can unite us with the oze Good, 
and open heaven and the kingdom of God within us. 
A root ſet in the fineſt ſoil, in the beſt climate, and 
bleſſed with all that ſun and air and rain can do for it, 
is not in ſo ſure a way to perfection, as a man whoſe 
ſpirit aſpires after all that, which God is ready and 
infinitely deſirous to give him. For the /n meets not 
the ſpringing bud that ſtretches towards him, with 
half that certainty, as God, the ſource of all good, 
communicates himſelf to the ſoul that longs to part ke 
of him. 

We are all of us the offspring of God, more nearly 
related to him, than we are to one another; for 
bim ve live, and move, and have our being. The fiiſt 
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man that was brought forth from God, had the ſpirit 
of Father, Sou, and Holy Ghoſt breathed into him, and 
ſo he became a living foul. Thus was our firſt father 
born of God, and ſtood in paradiſe in the image and 
likeneſs of God, He was the image and likeneſs of 
God, no: with regard to his outward ſhape, for no 
ſhape has any likeneſs to God; but becauſe the Holy 
Trinity had breathed their own nature and ſpirit into 
bim. And as the Deity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
are always in heaven, and make heaven to be every 
where ; ſo this ſpirit, breathed by them into man, 
brought heaven into man along with it; and ſo min 
was in heaven, as well as on carth, that is, iu puradiſe, 
which fignifies an kg avenly ſtate. 

Adam had all that divine nature whick angels have: 
But as he was br .ugh: forth to be a lord and ruler of 
a new world; ſo it was neceſſary that he ſhould alſo 
have the materia! nature of this new created world in 
h.mſelt, His body was the medium or wears through 
which he was to have commerce with this world, be- 

come viſible to its creatures, and rule over it and 
them. Thus ſtood our fiilt Father; an angel as to 
his ſpirit; yet dwelling in a body taken ak this 
new-created world; which however was as inferior to 
him, as ſubject to him, as the earth and all its creas 
tarcs were. 
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Prong the true way of turning io God, and of ind. 
: = the kingdom of heaven, the viches of eternity ix our 
CA.. 


LL our ſalvation conſiſts in the manifeflation of 
the nature, life, and ſpirit of Feſus Chrijt in us. 
Enter with all thy heart into this truth, let thy eye be 

f always upon it, do every thing ui view of it, try every 
thing by the truth of it, love nothing but for the ſake 
ol it, Wherever thou goeſt, whatever thou ol at 
$9155 


—  —_—_ 
— — — — — — — — — —— — 


1 
home, or abroad, in the field or at church, do all in 
a deſire of union with Chriſt, in imitation of his 
tempers and inclinations, and look upon all as nothing, 
but that which exerciſes and increaſes the ſpirit and 
lite of Chriſt in thy ſoul. From morning to night 
keep Jeſus in thy heart, long for nothing, delire no- 
thing, hope for nothing, but to have all that is within 
thee changed into the ſpirit and temper of the holy 
Jeſus. Let this be thy chriſtianity, thy church, and 
thy religion. For this new birth in Chriſt thus firmly 
believed, and continually defired, will do every thing 
that thou wanteſt to have done in thee; it will dry 
up all the ſprings of vice, ſtop all the workings of evil 
in thy nature, it will bring all that is Good into thee, 
it will open all the goſpel within thee, and thou wilt 
know what it is to be taught of God, This longing 
deſire of thy heart to be one with Chriſt will ſoon put 
a ſtop to all the vanity of thy life, and nothing will 
be admitted to enter into thy heart, or proceed from 
it, but what comes from God and returns to G.d ; 
thou wilt ſoon be, as it were, tied and bound in the. 
chains of all holy afieftions, thy hq, will have a 
zvatch ſet upon it, thy cars would willingly hear no- 
| thing that does not tend to God, nor thy ges be open, 
| but io ſee, and find occaſions of doing good. In a 
word, when this faith has got both thy head and thy 
| leart, it will then be with thee, as it was with the 
| merchant who found a pearl of great price, it will make 
thee glad to / all that thou haft, and buy it, For ll 
that had ſeized and poſlefled the heart of any man, 
whatever the merchant of this world had got tigether, 
whether of riches, power, konour, learning, or repu- 
tation, loſes all its value, is counted but as dung, and 
willingly parted with, as ſoon as this glorious pearl, 
the new birth in Chriſt Jeſus is diſcovered and found 
by him. This therefore may ſerve as a touch-ſtone, 
whereby every one may try the truth of his ſtate ; if 
the old man is ſtill a nerchant within rhee, trading in 
worldly honour, power, or learning, if the wiſdom of 
this world is not fooliſhneſs to thee, if earthly intereſts 
and ſenſual pleaſures are till the deſire of thy heart, 
aud only covered under a form of Godlineſs, a — 


wa 


1 


of ciecds, obſerrances and inſtitutions of religion, thou 
mayeſt be aſſured, that the pear! of 1 * price is not 
yet found by thee. For where Chriſt is in the ſoul, 
there all carnal wiſdom, arts of advancement, with 
every pride and glory of this life, are ſo mauy heather 
ido!s willingly renounced, and the man is not only 
content, but rejoices to ſay, that Y kingdom is not of 
this world, 

But thou wilt ee ſay, How ſhall this great 
work, the knowledge of Chilit be effected in me? 
Ir might rather be ſajd, ſince Chriſt has an infinite 
power, and alſo an infinite defire to fave mankind, 
bow can any one miſs of this ſalvation, but through 
his own wawillingneſs to be ſaved by him? Conſider 
how was it, that the lame and blind, the lunatic and 
leper, the publican and ſinner, found Chriſt to be their 
8 iour, and to do all that for them, which they 
wanted to be done to them? It was becauſe they hid 
a real defire of having that which they aſked for, and 
there fore in true faith and prayer applied to Chriſt, 
that his ſpirit and power might enter into them, and 
hea! that which they wanted and defired to have 
healed in them. Every one of theſe ſaid in faith and 
Acfire, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me whole, 
And the anſwer was alw 'ays this, According to thy fa th, 
Jo be it done unto thee. This is Chriſt's anſwer now, 
and thus it is done to every one of us at this day, as 
our faith is, ſo is it done unto us. And here lies the 
whole reaſon of our falling ſhort of the ſalvation of 
Chriſt, it 1s becauſe we have no will to ir, 

But you will ſay, Do not all Chriſtians defire to 
have Chrift to he their Saviour? Yes, But here is 
the deceit ; all would have Chriſt to be their Saviour 
in the ext 4world, and to help them into heaven when 
they die. But this is not willing Chriſt to be thy 
Saviour; for his ſalvation, if it is had, muſt be had 
in this world; if be ſaves thee, it muſt be done in 
this life, by changing and altering all that is within 
thee, by helping thee to a new heart, as he helped 
the blind to (es, the lame to walk, and the dumb to 
fp:ak. For to have ſalvation from Chriſt, is to be 
(ade like unto him; it is to have his humikty and 
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meekneſs, his mortification and ſelf-denial, his renug- 
ciation of the ſpirit, wiſdom and honours of this 
world, his love of God, his defire of doing God's will, 
and ſecking only his honour. To have theſe tempers 
ſtormed in thy heart, is to have ſalvation from Chriſt ; 
but it thou willeſt not to have theſe tempers, if thy 
faith does not ſeek and cry to Chriſt for them in the 
ſame reality as the lame aſked to walk, and the blind 
to ſee, then thou art wnivilling to have Chriſt to be thy 
Saviour. 

Again, conſider, how was it, that the deep- read 
Scribe, the learned Rabbi, the religious Pharifte, not 
only did not receive, but crucified their Saviour? It 
was becauſe they defired no ſuch Saviour as he was, 
no ſuch /2ward jaſvation as he offered. They defired 
no change of their own nature, no deſtruction of their 
natural tempers, no deliverance from the love of them- 
ſclves, and the enjoyments of their paſſions; they liked 
the gratifications of their old man, their long robes, 
their broad poylafterics, and greetings in the markets, 
They wanted not to have their prom and ode de- 
throned, their covetouſneſs and ſenſuality ſubdued, 
Their only deſire was the ſucceſs of Juda;/, to have 
an outward Saviour, a temporal prince, that ſhould 
eſtabliſh their {aww and ceremonies over all the earth, 
And therefore they crucified their Redeemer, and 
would have none of his ſalvation becauſe it conliſted 
in a change of their nature, a kingdom of heaven to 
be opened within them by the Spirit of God. 

Awake thou that Nleepeſt, thou that art called a 
Chriſtian, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light. Beyin to 
ſearch and dig for this pearl of eternity; it cannot coſt 
thee too much, nor canſt thou buy it too dear, for it is 
@'l; and when thou haſt found it, thou wilt know, 
that all which thou haſt ſold or given away for it, is 
as mere à nothing, as a bubble upon the water, 

But if thou turneſt from this heavenly pearl, or 
trample it under thy feet, for the ſake of Deng rich, 
or great, either in church or ſtate; if death finds thee 
in this ſucceſs, thou canſt nat then ſay, that though 
the pearl is loſt, yet ſomething has been gained Iinſlead. 
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the ſounds of this world will be exactly alike ; to 
have had an eſtate, or only to have heard of it, to have 
l:ved at Lambeth twenty years, or only to have twenty 
times paſſed by the palace, will be the fame good, or 
the ſame nothing to thee, 

I will now ſhew a little more diſtinctly, what this 
pearl of eternity is. Firſt, It is the light and ſpirit of 
God, which has hitherto done thee but little good, 
becauſe the delire of thy heart has been after the light 
and ſpirit of this world. Thy reaſon, and ſenſes, and 
paſſions, have turned all their attention to the poor 
concerns of this lite, and therefore thou art a ſtranger 
to this principle of heaven, theſe riches of eternity. 
For as God is not, cannot be truly found by any wor- 
ſhippers, but thoſe who worſhip him in pirit and in 
truth, ſo this light and ſpirit is not, cannot be found, 
or enjoyed, but by thoſe, whoſe ſpirit is turned 
to If, 

When man firſt came into being, and ſtood before 
God as his own Image and likenefs this light and ſpi- 
rit of God were as natural to him, as the /ight and air 
of this world is natural to other creatures. But when 
man, not content with the food of eternity, did cat of 
the earthly tree, this light and ſpirit of heaven were no 
more natural to him,; but inſtead thereof, he was left 
to the light and ſpirit of this world. And this is that 
death which God told Adam he ſhould ſurely die, in 
the day that he eat of the ſorbidden tree. 

But the goodneſs of God would not leave min in 
this condition ; a redemption trom it was immediately 
granted, and a bruiſer of the ſerpent to bring the hght 
and ſpirit of heaven once more into the human na- 
ture. This light and ſpirit of God 1s called grace, 
free grace, or the ſupernatural gift, or power of God in 
the Soul, becauſe it is ſomething, that the natural 
powers of the ſoul can no more obtain. Hence it is 
that every ſtirring of the ſoul, every tendency of the 
heart towards God and goodneſs, is juſtly aſcribed 
to the holy ſpirit, or the grace of God, TI: is becauſe 
this firſt teed of life, which is ſown into the ſoul, is 
J. lf the light of God, and therefore every ſtirring 
or opening of this ſeed of life, every awak@hing 

thought 


(20-3 


thought or defire that ariſes from ':, muſt be called 
the moving er the qui. k-n: 2 of the ſpirit of God, 
Hence alf. we hae plain dec tom of the certain 
truth of all thoe ic riptures, which 1peak of the 1n{p;- 


fation of Gy, the operation ft the a e ſpirit, the 
power of the divine light, as che neceT.ry agents in 
the renewal and ſan& fication of our e Hence 
alſo it is, that all men are exhort-( nv! to quench, of 
reſiſt, or grieve the ſpirit, that is, this feed the pirit 


and ligbi of God, that is in all men, ste my fource 
of good. Again the fleſh Iufteth aga n the ſpirit, and 
the ſpirit again the fleſh. By the fend ts luſ- 
tings, are meant the mere human nature Or natn al man, 
as he is by the fall; by the ſpirit is meant the brui- 
ſer ot the (ſerpent, that ſeed of the light and ſpirit of 
God, which lieth as a treaſure hid in the ſoul, in or- 
der to bring forth the life that was loſt in Adam, 
Now as the fleſh hath its life, its luſtings, whence all 
ſorts of evils are truly ſaid to be inſpired, quickned, 
and ſtirred up in us; fo the ſpirit being a living prin» 
ciple within us, has its inſpiration, its breathing, its 
moving, its quickning, from which alone the divine 
life, or the angel that died in Adam, can be born 
in us. 
When this ſpirit is not reſiſted; grieved, and quench 
ed, but its inſpirations and motions ſuffered to grow 
and increaſe in us, to unite with God, and get power 
over all the luſts of the Fleſh, then the nature, ſpirit, 
and tempers of Jeſus Chriſt are opened in our ſouls, 
On the other hand, when the flcſh, hath reſiſted and 
quenched this ſpirit ; then the works of the fleſh, 
adultery, fornication, murders, lying, hatred, envy, 
wrath, pride, fooliſhneſs, worldly wiſdom, carnal pru- 
dence, falſe religion, hypocritical holineſs, and ſer- 
ntine ſubrilty, ſet up their kingdom within us. 
Secondly, This pearl of eternity is the wiſdom and 
love of God within thee, In this pearl, all the holy 
nature, ſpirit, tempers and inclinations of Chriſt lie, 
and divine wiſdom and heavenly love will grow up in 
thee, if thou giveſt but true attention to God. On 
the other hand, There is hidden alſo in the depth of 
thy nature the root, or poſſibility of all the helliſh 
2 | | nature 
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nature, ſpirit and tempers of the fallen angels. For 
heaven and hell have each of them their foundation 
within us, and ſpring up in us according as our heart 
is turned either to the light of God, or the kingdom 
of darkneſs. But when this life which is in the 
midſt of theſe two erernities, is at an end, either an 
angel or a devil will be found to have birth in us, 

Thou needeſt not therefore run here, or there, 
faying, where is Chriſi? Thou necdeft not ſay, Who ſhail 
aſcend into heaven, that is, to bring down Chrift from a- 
bove ? Or «<vho Hall diſcrnd into the Deep to bring up 
Chrift from the dead? For behold the word, the wit- 
dom of God is in thy heart, as a light unto thy fe: t 
and lanthorn unto thy piths. It is there as an holy 
oil, to ſoften and overcome the wrathtul properties of 
thy nature, and change them into the humble meck— 
neſs of light and love. It is there as a ſpeaking word 
of God in thy foul ; and, as ſoon as thou art ready to 
hear, will ſpeak wiſdom and love in thy inward parts, 
and bring forth Chriſt, with all his holy nature, ſpirit 
and tempers, Hence it is, that in the Chrittian 
Church there hase been in all ages amongſt the moſt 
illiterate, both men and women, who hare attained 
to a deep underſtanding of the myſteries of the wiſ- 
dom and love of God in Chriſt ſeſus. And what 
wonder? Since it is not art or ſcience, or ſkill in 

rammar or logic, but the opening of the divine lite 
in the ſoul, that can give true underſtanding of the 
things of God, This life of God in the ſoul, which 
for its ſmalneſs at firſt, is by our Lord compared to 
a grain of muſtard-ſeed, may be, and too generally is 
ſuppreſſed, either by worldly cares or pleaſures, b 
vain learning, ſenſuality, or ambition, And all this 
while, whatever church or profeſſion a man is of, he 
is a mere natural man, unregenerate, unenlightened 
by the ſpirit of God. And therefore his religion is 
no more from heavey, than his fine breeding; his 
cares have no more goodneſs in them, than his plea- 
ſures; his love is worth no more than his hatred ; 
his zeal for this, or againſt that form of religion, hes 
only the nature of any other worldly contention in ir, 
And thus it is, and muſt be with every natural man; 
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whatever appearances he may put on, he may, if he 
Pen, know himſelt to be the flave and machine of 

is own corrupt tempers and inclinatiovs ; to be en- 
lightened, inſpired, quickened and animated by ſelf - 
love, ſeli-eſteem, and ſelf-ſeeking, which is the onl 
lite and ſpirit of the mere natural man whether he be 
Heathen, Jew, or Chriſtian, 

On the-other hand, wherever this ſeed is ſuffered 
to take root in the ſoul, there the man is juſtly ſaid 
to be inſpired, enlightened and moved by the ſpirit 
of God, and all that is in him hath the nature, ſpitir, 
and tempers of heaven in it. As this life grows up 
in any man, ſo there grows up a true e of 
the whole myſtery of Godlineſs. All that the goſpel 
teaches of fin and grace, of the new and old man, of 
the light and ſpirit of God, are things not got by 
bearſay, but inwardly known, felt as experienced, 
He has then an unction from above which teacheth 
him all things, a ſpirit that &noweth what it ought to 
pray for, a ſpirit that prays <vithout ceaſing, that is 
riſen with Chriſt from the dead, and has all its con- 
verſation in heaven, a ſpirit that hath groans and fighs 
that cannot be uttered, that travaileth and groaneth with 
the whole creation, to he delivered from vanity, and 
have its glorious liberty in that God, from whom it 
came forth. 

Again, Thirdly, This Pearl of eternity is the church, 
or temple of God within thee, where alone, thou canſt 
worſh p God in ſpirit and in truth, In ſpirit, becauſe 
thy ſpirit is that alone which can unite to God, and 
receive the workings of his ſpirit upon thee ; In truth, 
becauſe this adoration in ſpirit is that truth and reali- 
ty, of which all outward forms and rites, though inſti- 
tured by God, are only the figure for a time ; but this 
worſhip is eternal, Accuſtom thyſelf to the holy ſer- 
vice of this inward temple. In the midſt of it is the 
fountain of living water, of which thou mayeſt drink, 
and live for ever. There the birth, the life, the ſut- 
ferings, the death, the reſurrection and aſcenſion of 
Chriſt, are not merely remembered, but inward] 
found and enjoyed as the real ſtates of thy ſoul, whic 
has followed Chriſt in the regeneration, When om, 
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thou art well grounded in this inward worſhip; when 
God has all that he ſhould have of thy heart; when 
renouncing thy natural will, judgment, tempers and 
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inclinations, thou art w bolly given op to the obedi— | 
ence of the light aud ſpirit of God, to will only in his | 
will. to love only in his love, to be wiſe only in his 


wiſdom, then it is that every thing thou doſt is as a 
ſong of praiſe, ard the common bulineſs of thy life is 
a conforming to God's will on earth, as angels do in 
heaven. 
But this cannot be, till in obedience to his call, h 
denieſt thyſelf, takeſt up thy daily croſs, and followeſt Him. 
This i is peremptory, it admits of no reſerve or evaſion 
it is the one way to Chriſt and eternal life. Be where 
thou wilt, either here, or at Rome, or Geneva, if thou 
liveſt to thine own will , to the pleaſures of thy natural 
luſt and appetites, ſenſes and paſſions, and in confor- 
mity to the cuſtoms and ſpirit of this world, thou art 
dead whilſt thou liveſt. Chriſt can profit thee no- | 
thing, thou art a ſtranger to all that 1s holy and hea- 
venly, and incapable of finding the peace and joy of 
God. And thus thuu art poor, and blind, and naked, 
and empty, and {weſt a miſerable life in the vanity of 
time; whilſt all the riches of eternity, the light and 
ſpirit, the peace and zoy of God are waiting for thee, 
And thus it will always be with thee, there is no re- | 
medy ; go where thou wilt, do what thou wilt, all is | 
ſhut up, there is no open door of ſalvation, no 2 
verance from thy corrupt nature, no overcomin 
the world, no ſolid joy above, till dying to thy el hr 
the world, thou turneſt to the light, and ſpirit, and 
power of God. 
But thou wilt perhaps ſay, How ſhall I have theſe 
riches of eternity, this ſpirit, and wiſdom, and peace 
of God within me? Thy fr/? thought of repentance, 
or deſire of turning to God, is thy i diſcovery of | 
this light and ſpirit of God. It is the voice and lan- | 
guage of God, though thou knoweſt it not, It is the 
bruiſer of the ſerpent's head, who is beginning to 
preach ⁊uithin thee, what he firſt preached in public, 
laying, Repent for the * of heaven is at hand. 
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When therefore but the ſmalleſt deſire calleth thee to- 

wards God, give it time and leave to ipeak; and take 

care thou retuſe nut him that ſpeaketh. For it 1s not 

an angel from heaven that ſpeaketh to thee, but it is 

the eternal Void of God; that Word which at firit 

created thee, 1s thus beginning to call thee unto right- 

eouſneſs, that a new man may be t.rmed in thee in 

the image and likenels of God, But above all things 

beware of taking this defire of repentance to be the 

effect of thy own natural ſenſe and reaſon : for in ſo 

doing thou ſhutteſt the door againſt God, turneit away 

from him, and thy repentance (it thou haſt any) will 

be only a vain unprofiiable work ot thy own hands, 

that will do thee no more good than a well that is 
without water. But it thou takeſt this defire of rurn- 

ing to God, to be, as in truth it is, the working, 
redeeming power of the holy Jeſus, if thou doſt reve- 

rence and adhere to it as ſuch, this faith auill make 
thee whole ; and by thus believing in Chriſt, though 
thou weit dead, yet ſhalt thou hve, 

Now all dependeth upon thy right ſubmiſſion and 
obedience to this ſpeaking ot Gud in thy ſoul. The e- 
fore liſten not to the ſuggeſtions of thy own feaſon, 
run not on in thy own will, but be humbly attentive 
to this new-rifen light within thee; open thy heart, 
thy eyes, and ears to all its im preſſions. Let it en- 
lighten, teach, frighten, torment, judge, and condemn 
thee, as it pleaſeth; turn not away trom it, hear all 
it ſaith, ſeck for no relief out of it, conſult not with 
fleſh and blood, but with a heart full of reſignation to 
God, pray only this prayer, that God's kingdom may 
come, and his will be done in thy foul. Stand faith» 
fully in this ſtate of preparation, thus given up to the 
ſpirit of God, and then the work of thy repentance 
will be wrought, and thou wilt ſoon find that he that 
is in thee, is much greater than all that are againſt 
thee, 

But that thou mayeſt be firmly aſſured that this 
reſignation to, and dependence upon the working of 
God's Spirit is right and ſound, I ſhall lay before 
thee two fundamental Truths, | 

we” Firſt, 
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F'r/t That through the whole nature of thinge, 
nothing can do, or be a real good to thy foul, but the 
operation of God upon it. Second'y, That all the dit. 
benſations of God from the full oft A¾lam to the preach- 

ing of the goſpel, were only for this one end, to pre- 
pare and diſpoſe the ſoul for the operation of the ſpirit 
of God upon it. Theſe two great truths deeply ap- 
prehended, put the ſoul in its right ſtate, in a con— 
t:nual dependence upon God, and a readineſs to re- 
ceive all god from him. They will keep thee ſate 
from al! errors and falſe zeal in forms ot religion, 
from a ſcctarian ſpirit, from bigotry and ſuperſtition ; 
they will teach thee the true difference between the 
means and end of religion, and the regard thou ſhew - 
eſt to the ſhell, will be only fo far as the kernel 1s to 
be fonnd in it. 

Man, by his fall, had broke off rom his true cen— 
ter, his proper place in God, and theretore the lite 
and operation of God wis no more in him. He was 
fallen trom a life in God into an animal life of ſelt— 
love, ſelf-eſteem, and ſeli-ſeeking in the pyor periſh- 
ing enjoyments of this world, Ibis was the naryral 
ſtate of man by the fall. He was on avoltiie tom 


God, and his natural life was all ivolutry, u here 


was the great id: | that was worſhipped inſtead ot God. 
All fin is nothing elſe but the vaiious operations of 
ſelf- love, ſelf-eſteem, and felf-ſeeking, which ſeparate 
the ſou! from God, and end in eternal death, 
On the other hand, all grace, redemption, falvation, 
ſSanfification, ſpiritual life, is nothing eiſe but ſo much 
of the life and operation of God found again in the 
ſoul. It is man come back again into his center or 
place in God, trom whence he had broke off, The 
beginning of the lite of God in the foul, was then 
firſt made, when the mefcy of God promiſed a ſeed, 
which ſould bruiſe the head of the ſerpent, Then 
was given a degree of the divine lite, which if rightly 
cultivated, would make of every fallen man, a ncw— 
born ſon of God, 

All the ſacrifices and inſti: vtions of the ancient Pa- 
triarchs, the law of Moyes, with all its types and rites, 
and ceremonies, had this only end; they were the 
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methods of divine wiſdom for a time, to keep the 
hearts of men from the wanderings of idolatry, in a 
itate of holy expectation; they were to make wa 
tor the farther operation of God upon the foul ; or, as 
the apoſtle ſpeaks, to be as a {choolmaſter unto Chriſt. 
That is, till the birth, the death, the reſurrection and 
aſcenſion of Chriſt, ſhould conquer death and hell, 
open a new diſpenſation of God, and baptize mankind 
aſreſh with the Holy Ghoſt and fie of heaven. Then, 
that is, on the day of Pentecaſt, a new diſpenſation of 
God came forth; which on God's part, was the ope- 
vation of the Holy Spirit in giſts and graces upon 
the whole church. And op man's part, it was the 
adoration of God in pit and in truth, Thus all that 
was done by God, from the premiſe given to Adam, 
tb Chriſt's fitting down on the right hand of God, 
was for this end, to remove all that ſtood between 
30d and man, and to make way for the immediate 
and continual operation of God upon the ſoul: And 
that man baptized with the holy ſpirit, and born 
again, ſhould wholly give up his ſoul to the operation 
of God's ſpirit, to know, to love, to will, to pray, to 
worſhip, to preach, to exhort, to uſe all the faculties 
of his mind, and all the outward things of this 
world, as enlightened, inſpired, moved and guided by 
the Holy Ghoſt ; Who, by this laſt diſpenſation of 
God, was given to be a comforter, a teacher, and 
uide to the church, to abide with it for ever, 

This is Chriſtianity, a ſpiritual Society, not be- 
cauſe it has no worldly concerns, but becauſe all its 
members, as ſuch, are born of the Spirit, animated 
and governed by the Spirit of God. It is conſtantly 
called by our Lord the kingdom of God, or heaven, 
becauſe all its miniſtry and ſerviee, all that is done 
in it, is done in obedience and ſubjection to that ſpirit, 
by which angels live and are governed in heaven. 
Hence our blefled Lord taught his diſciples to pray, 
that this kingdom might come, that. fo God's will 
might be done on earth as it is in heaven; which 
could not be, but by that ſame ſpirit by which it is 
done in heaven, The fſhoit is his: The kingdom 
of ſelf is the great apoſtacy from the hte of God in 
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the ſoul, and every one wherever he be, that liveth 
unto himfelt, is ſtill under the fall and apoſtacy trum 
God, The kingdom ot Chriſt, is the ſpirit and 
power of God, dwelling and maniteſting itſelf in the 
inward man; and no one is a member of this king— 
dom, but fo tar as the Spirit reigns in him, Theſe 
two kingdoms take in all mankind, he that is not of 
one, is certainly in the other; dying to one is living 
to the other. 

Hence we may gather the following truths: Ft, 
That when the call of God to repentance firſt ariſeth 
in thy foul, thou art wholly to difregard the workings 
of thy own will, It is becauſe this is a falſe countel- 
lor, the iworn ſervant, the bribed flave of thy fallen 
nature; and therefore if the operation of God is to 
have nts effect in thee, muſt be filenced, till it has 
learned obedience and ſubjection to the Spirit of God. 
Now this is not requiring thee to become a tool, or 
to give up thy ſenſe and reaſon; but is the ſhorteſt 
way to have thy ſenſe and reaſon delivered from folly, 
and guided by that light, which is wiſdom itſelf, 

A child that denies his own will to be guided by 
the will of a truly wiſe and underſtanding tutor, can- 
not be ſaid to make himſelf a fool, and give up the 
benefit of his rational nature, but to take the ſhorteſt 
way to have his own will made truly a blefling to him, 

Sccondly, Hence is to be ſeen the true ground of 
univerſal mortification and ſelt-denial with regard to 
all our ſenſes, appetites, tempers, paſſions and judg- * 
ments. It is becauſe our whole nature, as fallen from 
the lite of God, is in a ſtate of contrariety to the or- 
der and end of our creation, a continual ſource of 
diſorderly appetites, corrupt tenipers, and falſe judg- 
ments. And therefore every motion of it is to be 
mortified, changed and purified from its natural ſtate, 
be fore we can enter into the kingdom of God. 'I'hug 
when our Lord faith, Except a man hateth his Father 
and mother, yea and his own life, he cannot be my diſciple ; 
it is becauſe our beſt tempers are yet tull of the im- 
perfections of our fallen nature. Not as if father and 
mother were to be hated ; but that love, which an un— 
regenerate perſon hath towards them, is to be hated; 
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as being a blind ſelt- love, full of all the rocabneſt and 
partiality, with which fallen man loves, honours, and 
. cleaves to himſeit. This love, boin from corrupt 
fleſh and blood, is ro be Fared and ported with, that 
we may love them with ſuch a love, and on {uch a 
motive, as Chriit hath loved us. And then the %% 
ciple of Chrilt tar exceeds all others in the love of 
parents. Again, our own lite is to be hated; the 
Treaſon is plain, becauſe there is nothing lovely in it. 
It is a legion of evil, an apoftacy trom the {fe and 
poxver of God in the foul ; a lite that is death to hea- 
ven, that is pure unmixed zdolatry, that lives not to 
God, and therefore all this own life is to br abſ lutely 
bated, it the nature, ſpirit, tempers and inclinations 
of Chriſt are to be in vs, 

Thus when our Lord further ſaith, unleſs a man 
forſake all! that he bath he cannot be my diſciple. The 
reaſon is plain; all that the natural man hath, is in 
the poſſeilion of felf-love, and therefore this poſſeſſion 
is to be abſolutely forſaken, and parted with. All 
that he hath, is to be put into other hands, to be giv- 
en to divine love, or this zatwural man cannot be 
changed into a diſciple of Chriſt, For ſelf- love in 
all that it hath, is earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh, and 
therefore mult have al taken away from it; and then 
to the natural man all is loſt, he hath nothing left, 
all 1s laid down at the feet of Jeſus. Then all things 
are common, as ſoon as ſelf-love has loſt the poſſeſſion 
ot them, And then the diſciple of Chriſt, though 
having nothing, yet poſſeſſeth all things; all that the 
natural man hath forſaken, is reſtored to the diſciple 
of Chriſt an hundred-fold. For ſelf- love the greateſt 
of all thieves, being now caſt out, and all that he had 
ſtolen and hidden thus taken from him, and put into 
the hands of divine love, every mite becometh a lar 
treaſure, and mammon openeth the door into . 
ing habitations. This was the ſpirit of the firſt 
draught of a Chriſtian church at 7eruſalem, a church 
made truly after the pattern of heaven, where the 
love that reigns in heaven reigned in it, where divine 
love broke down all the ſelfiſh fences, tbe locks od 
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bolts of ue, mine, and laid all things common to the 
members of this new kipgdom ot God on earth. 
Now, though many years did not pals after the age 
of the apoſtles, before Satan got footing in the church, 
and ſet up merchandile in the houſe ot God; yet this 
one heart and one ſpir.t which then appeared in the 
Ferujalem church, is that one heart and jp:rit of divine 
loc, to which all are called that would be true diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, And though the practice of it is loſt 
a- to the church in general, yet it ought not to have 
been 'olt ; and therefore every Chriſtian ought to 
make it his great care and prayer to have it reſtored 
in himſefft. And then though born in the dregs of 
time, or living in Babylon, he will be as truly a mem- 
ber of the firſt church at Feraſalem, as it he had lived 
in it in the days of the apoſtles. This ſpirit of love, 
born of that celeſtial fire, with which Chriſt bap- 
tizes his true diſciples, is alone that ſpirit, which can 
enter into heaven, and therefore is that ſpirit which 
is to be in us, while we are on earth. For no one can 
enter into heaven, till he 1s made heavenly, till the 
{pirit of heaven 1s entered into him. And therefore 
all that our Lord hath ſaid of a man's parting with 
all that he hath, is abſolutely neceſſary trom the na- 
ture of the thing. | 

But thou wilt perhaps ſay, if all ſelf-love is to be 
renounced, then al! love of our neigbour 1s renounced, 
becauſe the commandment is, only to love our neighbour 
as ourſelves, The anſwer is eaſy. There is but one 
love in heaven, and yet the angels of God love one 
another in the ſame manner as they love themſelves, 
The matter is thus: The one ſupreme rule of love, 
which is a /arv to all intelligent beings, and will be a 
law to all eternity, is this, God alone is to be loved for 
himſelf, and all other beings only in bim, and for him. 
Whatever intelligent creature lives not under this rule, 
is ſo far fallen from the order of his creation; and is, 
till he returns to this eternal law of love, an apoſtate 
from God, and incapable of the kingdom of heaven. 

Now if God alone is to be loved tor himſelf, then 
no creature is to be loved for itſelf: and ſo all ſelf- 
love in every creature is abſolutely condemned. 
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And if all created beings are only to be loved in and 
for God, then my neighbour is to be loved as I love 
myſeit, and I am only to love myſelt as I love my 
neighbour, or any other crea:ed being, that is only in 
and tor God. And thus the command ot loving our 
neighbuur as ourſelves, ſtands firm, and yet all ſelt— 
love is plucked up by the ruuts. But what is loving 
any creature, only in and tor God? It is when we 
love it merely as it is God's and belongs to him, this 
is loving it in God, And when all that we wiſh, in- 
tend, or do to it, is done from a love of God, for the 
honour of God, and in conformity to the will of God, 
this is loving it for God. This is the oxe /ove that is, 
and mult be the ſpirit of all creatures, that live united 
to God, Now this is no ſpeculative refinement, but 
the ſimple truth, a firſt law of nature, anda necefiary 
band of union between God and the creature. The 
creature has loſt the lite of God whenever 1ts love 
does not thus begin and end in God. 

Thirdly. Hence we may learn the true nature and 
worth of all dnia and mortification. As to their 
nature, conlidered in themfelves, they have nothing 
of goodneſs or holineſs, nor are any real parts of our 
ſanctification, they have no guickning ſanifying poxver 
in them; their only worth conſiſts in this, that they 
break down that which ſtands between God and us, 
and make way for the guickning ſanctifying ſpirit of God 
to operate: Which operation of God is the on thing 
that can raiſe the divine life in the ſoul, or help it to 
the ſmalleſt degree of real holineſs, As in our crea- 
tion, we had only that degree of divine lite, which the 
power of God derived into us; ſo in our redemption, 
or regaining that firſt perfection, all muſt be again 
the operation of God. 

Hence alſo we may learn, why many people not 
only loſe the benefit, but are even the worſe for all 
their mortifications. It is becauſe they miſtake the 
whole nature of them. They practiſe them for their 
oxwr ſakes, as things good in themſelves ; they think 
them to be real parts of holineſs, and ſo reſt in them, 
and grow full of ſelf-eſteem and ſelf-admiration for 
their progreſs in them, This makes them ſelt-ſuffi- 
cient, 
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cient, moroſe, ſevere judges of all thoſe that fall ſhort 
of their mortifications. . 

And thus their felf-denials do only that for them, 
which indulgences do tor other people, they withſtand 
and hinder the operation of God upon their ſouls. 

There is no avoiding this fatal error, but by deeply 
entering into this great truth, that all our own work- 
ing can do no good to us, but as it leads us in the beſt 
manner to the light and ſpirit of God, which alone 
brings life and ſalvation into the foul. Sprech forth 
thy hand, ſaid our Lord to the man, that had a withered 
hand ; he did ſo, and it avas immediately made whole as 
the other, 

Now had this man any ground for pride for the 
ſhare he had in the reſtoring of his hand? Yet juſt 
ſuch is our ſhare in the raiſing up of the ſpiritual life 
within us. All that we can do, is only like this man's 
ſtretching out his hand; the reſt is the work ot Chriſt, 
the only giver of life to the withered hand, or the 
dead foul, When the Virgin Mar conceived the 
holy Jeſus, all that ſhe did towards it herſelf, was 
only this ſingle act of faith and reſignation; Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy 
word. This is all that we can do towards the con- 
ception ot the new man in ourſelves. Now this truth 
is caſily conſenied to, and a man thinks he believes it, 
becauſe he does not deny it. But this is not enough: 
it is to be apprehended in a deep, full, and practical 
aſſurance, in ſuch a manner as a man knows that he 
did not create the ſtars, or cauſe life to riſe up in him- 
ſelf. And then it is a belief that makes room for the 
operation of God upon it, His light then enters 
with tull power into the ſoul, and his holy Spirit di- 
rects all that is done in it, and ſo man lives again in 
God as a new creature, For this truth thus firmly. 
believed, will hare theſe two effects: Firſt, it will keep 
the ſoul continual;7 turned towards God, in faith, 
prayer, deſire, confidence, and reſignation, for all 
that it wants to have done in it and to it; which will 
be a continual ſource of all divine graces. The foul 
thus turned to God, muſt be always receiving from 
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him. It ſtands at the true door of all divine commu- 
nications, and the light of God as freely enters into 
it as the light of the ſun enters into the air. 
Secondly, It will fix and ground the ſoul in a true 
and laſting ſelf-denial. For by thus knowing our 
own nothingneſs and inability, that we have no 

other capacity for good, but that of receiving it from 
| God alone; no room is left for ſpiritual pride; we 
are ſaved from a phariſaical holineſs, from wrong 
Opinions of our own works and good deeds, and from 
a multitude of errors, the moſt dangerous to our ſouls, 
all which ariſe from the ſomething that we take our- 
ſelves to be either in nature or grace. But when we 
once apprehend but in ſome good degree, the all of 
God, and the nothingneſs of ourſelves, we have got 
a truth whoſe uſefulneſs and benefit no words can ex- 

reſs. It brings a kind of infallibility into the ſoul, 
in which it dwells; all that is vain and falſe, and de- 
ceitful, is forced to vaniſh before it. When our re- 
ligion is founded on this, it has the firmneſs of a rock, 
and its height reaches unto heaven. The world, the 
fleſh and the devil can do no hurt to it; all enemies 
are known, and all diſarmed by this great truth dwel- 
ling in our ſouls. It is the knowledge of the all of 
God, that makes cherubim and ſeraphim to be flames 
of divine love. For where this all of God 1s truly 
known and felt in any creature, there its whole breath 
and ſpirit is a fire of love; nothing but a pure difin- 
tereſted love can riſe up in it, or come trom it, a 
a love that begins and ends in God. For this pure 
love introduces the creature into the all of God, all 
that is in God is opened in the creature, it 1s united 
with God, and hath the life of Gud maniteſted in it. 

There is bur one ſalvation for all mankind, and 
that is the life of God in the foul, God has but one 
deſign towards all mankind, and that is to generate 
his own life, light, and ſpirit in them, that all may 
be as ſo many images, temples, and habitations of the 
Holy Trinity. 

Now there is but one poſſible way for man to at- 
tain this ſalvation, or life of God in the ſoul ; and that 
is, the defire of the foul turned to God, Tae e 

cure 


( 33 } 

defire the poor prod'gal ſon leaveth his huſks and 
ſwine, and haſteth to his tather ; 'tis becauſe of 2h15 
d:fire that the father ſeeth the ſon, while yet atar off, 
that he runs out to meet him, falleth on his neck, 
and kifleth him. No ſooner is this deſire in motion 
towards God, but the operation of God's ſpirit an- 
{wers to it, cheriſhes and welcomes its firſt beginnings, 
finified by the tather's ſeeing, and having compathon 
on his ſoo, whilit yet afar off, that is, in the fiiſt be 

ginnings of his deſire. Thus does this deſire bring 
the ſoul to God, and God into the ſoul. Suppoſe 
this deſire not to be alive, either in a 7b, or Chri/- 
tian, and then all the ſacrifices, the ſervice, the wor- 
ſhip either of the Law or the goſpel, are but dead 
works, that bring no lite into the foul, Suppoſe this 
deiire to be awakened, though in ſouls that never 
heard either of the law or goſpel, and the opcration 
of God enters into them, and Chriſt blefles thoſe that 
never heard of his name, 

O my God, jut and good, how great is thy love 
ani mercy to mankind, that heaven is thus every 
where open, and Chriſt thus the common Saviour, to 
all that turn the defire of their hearts tothee! O ſweet 
power of the bruiſer of the ſerpent, that ſtirs and 
works in every man who has a defire to find his hap- 
pineſs in God! O holy Jeſus, heavenly Light that 
lig Heth every man that cometh into the world, that re- 
deemeth every ſoul that followeth thy light; O holy 
Trinity, immenſe ocean of love, in which all man- 
kind live, and have their being! None live out of 
thy love, but all are embraced in the arms of thy 
mercy, as ſoon as their heart is turned to thee! O 
plain, and eaſy, and fimple way of 'alvation, wanting 
no ſubtleties of art or ſcience, no borrowed learning, 
no refinements of reaſon, but all done by the fimple 
motion of every heart that truly longs after God. 
For no ſooner is the defire of the creature in motion 
towards God, but the deſire of God co-operates with 
it. And in this united defire of God and thecreature, 
is the ſalvation of the ſoul brought forth. For the 
ſoul is ſhut out of God, and impriſoned in its own 
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dark workings of fleſh and blood, merely becauſe it 
delires to live to the vanity of this world. This de- 
fire is its darkneſs, its death, its impriſonment, and 
ſeparation trom Gud, 

When therefore the fi park of a deſire after God 
ariſes in thy ſoul, cheriſh it with all thy care, it 1s 
nothing leſs than a touch of the divine loadſtone, that 
is to draw thee out of the vanity of time into the riches 
of eternity. Get up therefore, and follow it as gladly 
as the wiſe-men of the Eaſt followed the ſtar trom 
heaven that appeared to them. 

Chriſt ſaith, „I am the Light of the world, he 
that followeth me. walketh not in darkneſs.” Hg 
directs us only to himſelf. He is the morning · ſtaf, 
and is generated and riſeth in us, and ſhineth in the 
darkneſs of our nature. O how great a triumph is 
there in the ſoul, when he ariſeth in it! then a man 
knows, as he never knew before, that he is a ſtranger 
in a foreign land, | 
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A PRAYER. 


Heavenly Father, infinite, fathomleſs depth of 
never-ceafing love, ſave me from myſelt, from 
the diſorderly workings of my fallen, corruptednarure, 
and let mine eyes fee, my heart and ſpirit feel and 
find thy ſalvation in Chriſt Jeſus. 92 90 
O God, who madeſt me tor thyſelf, to ſhew forth? 
thy goodneſs in me, manifeſt 1 humbly beſeech thee;, 
the life giving power of thy holy nature within me, 
heip me to ſuch a true and living faith in thee, ſuch 
hunger and thirſt after the life of thy holy Jeſus in 
my ſoul, that all that is within me may be turned 
from every inward thought or outward. work, that is. - 
not thee, thy holy Jeſus, and heavenly working in 
my ſoul, Amen. 
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